AFTER beating the Prussian corps under Meld-Marshal
Blucher, who had retired behind the Katzbach river, the
Emperor gave orders to pursue on the following day, but on
learning that the Grand Army of the Coalition, 200,000 strong,
under Prince Schwarzenberg, had debouched on August 22
from the mountains of Bohemia and was marching on Saxony,
Napoleon took his whole guard, Latour-Maubourg's cavalry,
and several divisions of infantry, and made his way by forced
marches back to Dresden, into which Marshal Saint-Cyr had
thrown himself with his troops, hastily withdrawn from the
camp of Pirna. On leaving Silesia the Emperor had ordered
Marshal Ney to follow him and left Macdonald in command
of the army on the Bober, consisting of the 3rd, 5th, and
llth corps of infantry, and the 2nd of cavalry, which, with
the artillery, formed an effective force of 75,000 men. As
events showed, the command of such a mass of combatants
was a task too heavy for Macdonald.

As you will have observed, the larger the number of
troops engaged the less I describe their movements in
detail. The work would be so great that I fear I should not
be capable of performing it satisfactorily, and it would render
the reading of these Memoirs too wearisome. I shall, there-
fore, relate the events of the war of 1813 more concisely than
I have done in the case of my previous campaigns.

On August 28, 200,000 of the allies invested the town of
Dresden, the fortifications of which were hardly able to resist
a coup-de-main, and Marshal Saint-Oyr's situation with only
17,000 French became extremely critical. The enemy was
badly served by his spies, so that he did not know that
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